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Higher Standards. Higher Expectations.  

CAS Eagles, Who, What and Where... 

 As we begin our 20th year at CAS, we continue to 

strive to provide a quality education for all students 

PreK-12. Our goals are to make sure every child is in-

cluded every day in a robust academic nurturing envi-

ronment that offers a variety of activities that consid-

ers the whole child. 

 We are truly a community school, located in the 

heart of Sierra Vista, surrounded by neighbors, busi-

nesses, friends and extended family that support our 

students and take pride in promoting good citizenship. 

Our students contribute by 

participating in community 

oriented activities and or-

ganizations, such as our 

community garden, an 

American Red Cross Blood 

drive, and students mentor-

ing other younger students 

every day after school.  

Contributions to this Newsletter made by The CAS Journalism 

Club: A’Cura Dargan, Ethan Johnson, Emily Goold, Keoni DeRosa, 

Desirae Guisa, and Dante Buscemi. 

Center for Academic Success  October 2016 

Important Dates: 

*5th 40th Day 

*6th Music Concert 

*10th-14th Fall Break 

*17th-17th November - 

Food and Warm Clothing 

Drive 

*18th– 4th Grade Field 

Trip 

*21st Early Release, HS 

Parent-Teacher Confer-

ences 

*24th-28th Spirit and Red 

Ribbon Week 

*31st- Halloween Parade 
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Student Spotlight: Senior, Daniel Acosta 

 Inspiring kids in the community is what Daniel Acosta, and his car 

club hope to achieve. Life of Tru Low, is a non-profit low-rider car club 

located on the west end of Sierra Vista that participates in various chari-

table events through out the year.  Their focus is to give back to the neigh-

borhood, especially the children of the west end, and support a positive 

artistic outlet in car refabricating, specifically in the low-rider culture. 

 Daniel, a Sierra Vista native, realized at a young age that it is not 

what the neighborhood makes out of you, it is what you make out of your 

neighborhood. He, with inspiration from his parents, decided to give the 

kids he saw playing in the streets something to look forward to. Working 

on cars he started to notice how they would ask about how you can start 

with something that was someone’s garbage, and with hard work and de-

termination, it can become a piece of art.  

 Over time, he realized he needed to carryover what he was learning 

about cars to his personal life, and got serious about graduating high 

school. Daniel is on track his senior year to complete school, and be ready 

to take his car club to the next level. He would like to see his club having 

their own yearly car show someday, but for now he will settle for the next 

two big ones: Cars in the Park, Oct. 8– Veteran’s Memorial Park, 

and Santa on the West End, Dec. 10th– location, TBA. Both of these 

events will showcase Daniel’s work, and give back to the children in the 

community. 

 “What’s next for me?” Daniel smiles when asked, “Paint and chrome 

out the suspension for my Impala; after that, find another car to build.” 

Always finding ways to improve his projects, Daniel is also grateful for 

the people that helped him realize his dreams, his parents, and fellow car 

club members, as well as the members of the Santa on the West End, 

that have inspired him. The CAS family is also proud of Daniel, and hope 

to see him cruise by the school, long after he graduates. 

 Cyber Patriots: 

Back at it Again! 

Have you heard of CyberPatriots? 

Sounds like some kind of Captain Amer-

ica dream team that have cyborg parts 

to help uphold pride and defend our 

country, right? Well, no, actually it is a 

national youth organization program for 

cyber education. At the center of Cy-

berPatriot is the National Youth Cyber 

Defense Competition. Last year, The 

Center for Academic Success competed 

with three teams and with much suc-

cess. 

CAS has assembled four sub-teams this 

year as our participation is bursting, 

consisting of Middle and High School 

Students that compete for the top place-

ment within our state and region. Cy-

berPatriot teams follow a national cur-

riculum that teaches students about the 

ins and outs of cyber security. Teams 

compete on their ability to complete 

challenges set by the organization based 

on real threats to our national security. 

The goal of the school team is to win at 

the state and regional level, which will 

earn our team(s) an all-expenses paid 

trips to Baltimore, MD for the National 

Finals Competition.  The team will then 

earn national recognition and earn 

scholarship money. Teams and individu-

als can compete all along the way. Cy-

berPatriots at CAS is lead by Mr. Dave 

Dolifka M.Ed. in the field of Educational 

Technology; his team meets a couple 

times a week to prep for every competi-

tion. 

CAS Cyber Patriot Team work :  
Photo by A’Cura Dargan 
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Staff Spotlight 

High School Math Teacher: 

Gwendolyn McWhite 

Interviewed by: Ethan Johnson and 

Keoni P. Derosa 

Think back on your high school 

Math teacher, you might have fond 

memories, or nightmares depend-

ing on your experience. If you had 

been lucky enough to have Mrs. 

McWhite as your teacher, one 

thing would have been for sure, 

you would have understood Math, 

not because she is such a great 

teacher, (although she is) but be-

cause she knows how to make it 

relevant to real life situations. 

Maybe it is because she spent 10 

years serving her country, or may-

be it is because she also serves as 

the CAS Student Council Advisor 

leading in a fair manner, or maybe 

it is the Mom in her. Whatever 

inspires her, along with her love 

for Zumba and music, she ema-

nates her positive attitude every 

day to her students.  

Mrs. McWhite has been with the 

CAS family for a while, and be-

lieves she has found her home in 

teaching. She 

loves the great 

working envi-

ronment CAS 

provides; and 

plans to stay in 

teaching for 

life. Oh yeah, 

and of course 

she loves her 

students; and 

yes, she even 

said the CAS students are great! 

Mrs.  Gwendolyn McWhite 

Solar Go-Kart Team analyzes the kart structure. 

TEAM CAS! Solar Go-Kart  

 The CAS Solar Go Kart Racing Team has been busy since the start of 

the school year. After taking last year’s state championship karts out for 

some time tests, the students began dismantling their Modified Class kart 

and cutting off everything above the chassis. Last week they learned the 

basics of welding and began to rebuild a stronger, but lighter, roll cage. As 

they continue to work on the Modified chassis, the other half of the team 

will begin to design and cut metal for the new chassis they will be build-

ing for the Maker Class. 

The Solar Go Kart Racing Team members and CAS  

especially want to thank the Staff Sponsor,  

Mr. Jeff  Ofstedahl, and our local 

Home Depot for coming on as a team sponsor! 
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Spelling Bee 

Time Line: 

 October 3rd– 

Student Fund-

raising Packet 

and Information 

goes home. 

 October 21st– 

Students return 

pledge sheet 

deadline. 

 October 28th– 

Classroom teach-

ers conduct 

Spelling Bee. 

 November 4th– 

Students’ graded 

Spelling Test 

goes home. 

 November 18th-  

Deadline for sup-

ports to return 

pledged funds. 

 December 2nd– 

Recap of fund-

raising and how 

much was raised. 

Spelling Bee!  

Great American SpellCheck 

 

 The Center for Academic Success will be kicking off their an-

nual Spelling Bee the week of October 3rd with a packet of infor-

mation about the 50 Great American SpellCheck words to study, 

as well as fundraising information for the event.  Students will be 

asked to study their grade specific words, and raise money for the 

event by gathering pledges from family and friends. 

Why Pledge?  

 The purpose of the Scripps National Spelling Bee is to not only 

to encourage students to learn how to spell and increase their vo-

cabulary, but it also is one exclusive way to fund-raise for your 

school that gives 100% of the funds raised directly to the students 

for academic achievement. 

Get Involved! 

 Encouraging your student to participate is the first step. If you 

want to contribute more, you can help your child study their 50 

words, and pledge. You can even get more involved by volunteer-

ing. We need volunteers to administer the Great American Spell-

Check Test for a grade level class, grade the tests and record stu-

dent test scores on pledge forms.  

For more information, and if you would like to volunteer, please 

contact Mrs. Silverwind, The Center for Academic Success 

Spelling Bee Coordinator. 

msilverwind@cpicicas.org 

 

 


