
 

Center for Academic Success Chalk Talk 

CAS Sierra Vista High School is currently submitting a grant application for a 21st CCLC 
grant for the FY16 school year. If awarded, the grant would provide funds for a before and after 
care program through a five-year cycle. Full grant application text will be available for public 
review upon request. To request a copy, please contact CAS Administration at 520-439-3553. 

 

 



 

CAS administration voices their gratitude for donations for Teacher Appreciation Week 

The Center for Academic Success celebrated Teacher Appreciation Week from May 4 to 

8. The week allowed the administration and students to show the teachers just how grateful 

they are for everything the teachers do during the school year. However, the administration 

knows that they could not have pulled the week off without the help of their community 

sponsors. Numerous businesses supported CAS during Teacher Appreciation Week and the CAS 

administration and teachers could not be more thankful. 

     CAS would like to specifically thank Food City, Safeway, Fry’s, Walmart, Target, Olive 

Garden, Chipotle, Jack in the Box, La Casita, Applebee’s, Subway, Peter Piper Pizza, Pizza Hut, 

Texas Roadhouse, Outback Steakhouse, IHOP, the Landmark Café, McDonald’s, Wendy’s, 

Denny’s Restaurant and Chili’s for their generous donations. CAS is glad to know that they can 

count on the support of these wonderful businesses and hope to be able to partner together 

again in the future.  

Elementary and Middle School 

Target team members volunteer at CAS Elementary School 

 Students at The Center for Academic Success Elementary School had a unique 
opportunity on April 28 as 12 Target Team Members came to the school to volunteer with the 
students. Students in Sarah Kelly’s kindergarten class, Leah Finneseth-Meyers’s and Stacy 
Bernardo’s first grade classes, Kara Azzabi’s second grade class, and Romilly Gardner’s and 
Cheryl Engols’s third grade classes participated in the event. The Target Team Members 
brought all of the supplies necessary for the event in which students were able to decorate a 
cup and then plant a vegetable of their choice in the cup.  

     Each year members from the Sierra Vista Target store choose five local schools to volunteer 
in.  This is the first year that they have included CAS. Jessie Carmell, second grade teacher’s 
aide, was instrumental in Target choosing CAS since her sister was one of the Target employees 
involved in setting up the event this year. However, the idea to have the students plant their 
own vegetables came from Meredith Galloway, assistant principal.  

     According to Target’s corporate website their “team members give hundreds of thousands of 
volunteer hours in their communities each year, making their neighborhoods safer, healthier 
places for everyone.” 

     Carmell believes that the event was a huge success.  She said, “The kids were really excited 
to see them here and really excited that they got to interact with them and to do the project 
with them.” 

Gardner’s third grade class creates treasures from trash 

 Earth Day took place on April 22 this year and did not go unnoticed at The Center for 
Academic Success Elementary School. Students in Romilly Gardner’s third grade class paid 



special attention to the holiday by learning all about environmental stewardship. Students had 
already been learning about climate and Gardner thought that Earth Day was the perfect 
excuse to tie in stewardship as well. 

     Students learned about endangered species, the greenhouse effect, global warming and how 
to reduce their carbon footprints. In addition students learned about the three R’s, reduce, 
reuse and recycle. Gardner focused specifically on the idea of reusing materials and even had 
students read a Scholastic article about a man in Asia who creates new items out of old flip 
flops. Gardner then tasked each student with creating an art project made of recycled materials 
to be brought in to school on Friday and shared with the class. She encouraged them to be as 
creative as possible.  

     The projects were then judged by Diana Santa Cruz, third grade teacher’s aide, Jessie 
Carmell, second grade teacher’s aide, Traci Tomlinson, lead teacher, and Sabine Marshall, art 
teacher. The judges took into account not just how creative the students were, but also how 
recyclable the materials that they had used were.  

     Wednesday Moore won first place for her tree, Yasmin Hernandez Acosta won second place 
for her alligator and Micah Olson won third place for his recycling factory.          

     Gardner was very happy with the results of the project and said, “I thought that a lot of them 
were really creative.” 

Builders Club celebrates end of school year with pizza party 

The Center for Academic Success Builders Club held their end of the year celebration on 

May 6 at Peter Piper Pizza. The celebration was a way to recognize the students for all of their 

hard work over the past school year and just have a good time. 

     Students in the club, which is devoted to building student leadership through community 

service, participated in many events this year including their annual yard sale which raised 

money for various local charities, the community pajama drive, the Tree 4 Christmas drive, a 

stocking stuffer program, numerous campus clean-ups, a few highway clean-ups and created 

goody bags for teacher appreciation week. 

     The school provided pizza and drinks for the students and Marge Carrithers, Kiwanis advisor, 

brought a cake. Students brought their own money to play games and get tickets to turn in for 

prizes. A few students even bought hot wings. 

     Carrithers and Christine Garza, faculty advisor, were on hand to supervise the 14 students 

who attended, and to have some fun themselves. 

     In addition to the fun and food, certificates were handed out to the officers for their 

outstanding effort this year.  

     Koko Walker, sixth grader, said, “I think it was a nice way to wrap up the year.”  



     Dante Buscemi, sixth grader, agreed, saying, “It was really fun and I feel it was a very good 

place to end the year off.” 

 High School 

CAS administration discusses changes for the 2015-2016 school year 

The Center for Academic Success High School could see many changes next year. 
Though nothing has been decided yet there are many changes being discussed. Possible 
changes include a later start to the school day, a before and after care program and new 
classes. 

     The administration has been discussing a later start to the school day for a few months now. 
Stephen Huff, principal, found some research stating that middle and high school students 
function better when given a later start time in school because they require more sleep. There 
are other benefits in addition such as easing some of the traffic in the mornings and giving 
students an opportunity to explore other interests before school. Though the school day would 
not officially start until 9 a.m. students would still be served breakfast at 8:40 a.m. The later 
start would also mean that the school day would only consist of six periods. Though this 
eliminates one class period students who are on track to graduate should not be affected. 

     Another possible change involves the school applying for a 21st Century Grant similar to the 
one that CAS has for the elementary and middle schools. If CAS is awarded the grant, which 
they will know in early August, students would be able to come both before and after school to 
participate in various clubs and activities.  It would also provide students who want to work 
ahead or catch up on credits an opportunity to do so. Some clubs that have been proposed 
include a music club, a chess club, Key Club, a solar go-kart club, a robotics club and possibly a 
yearbook or journalism club.  

     Ashley Ridenhour, registrar, is very excited about the possibility of a before and after care 
program.  She said, “Now we can have clubs, we can have tutoring, it provides the students 
with additional hours at school to be doing different activities and keeping them involved. We 
also have students who are here before school starts and they stay late and we wanted to give 
students an opportunity to have something to do while they’re here.” 

     In addition to new clubs being offered there will be some new classes during the school day 
as well.  Jeffrey “Oh!” Ofstedahl will be providing a civil and architectural engineering course 
and an aerospace engineering course. There are also many ideas for new classes being 
proposed including a drama class, business classes and a poetry class. The schedule should be 
set in place by the end of May with students being called in for interviews and to schedule their 
classes in June. 

     Though nothing has been decided officially yet students returning to CAS next year should 
expect some changes. 

Sophomores at CAS given opportunity to apply for Running Start Program 



  Sophomores were given the opportunity to hear all about the Running Start Academy 
program offered by Cochise College on May 4. Ben Berry who is in charge of K-12 STEM 
Opportunities at Cochise came to talk to the students about the program. 

     Berry talked to the students specifically about how important math is and how much the 
Running Start program focuses on it. He also talked about various STEM career fields that a 
degree like this one could help students get into.  

     In addition Berry spoke to the students about how quickly the STEM field is growing and 
evolving. He used the example of glow in the dark fish, which just a few years ago did not exist 
before a company in Austin, Texas figured out how to splice DNA from coral into zebra fish 
embryos. Now glow in the dark fish can be purchased at your local Walmart.  

     Ashley Ridenhour, registrar, said that she thought it was important for the sophomores to 
hear about the program and about STEM careers in general. 

     She said, “For any student who is looking in their future for any science, engineering, 
technology or mathematics program it is a great head start. They basically almost have an 
associate’s degree when they finish high school and it’s completely paid for by this program.”  

     According to Cochise’s website “Students who are admitted to a Running Start Academy at 
the beginning of their junior year and those who successfully complete the recommended 
coursework earn 40 – 42 college credits by high school graduation. Reverse credits apply 
toward high school graduation. After graduation from high school, students can complete an 
associate degree or transfer the credits to a four-year college or university.”  

     This year the deadline for applications is May 14. Students who applied for the program 
before the deadline will be contacted for an interview by Berry sometime during June.  


