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CAS Sierra Vista High School is currently submitting a grant application for a 21st CCLC 
grant for the FY16 school year. If awarded, the grant would provide funds for a before and after 
care program through a five-year cycle. Full grant application text will be available for public 
review upon request. To request a copy, please contact CAS Administration at 520-439-3553. 

Sierra Vista PD Brings Swift Close to Social Media Threats 

On Sunday, April 26th a sixteen year old male anonymously posted a message on social 
which included a threat of violence against Sierra Vista schools and the mall. The Sierra Vista 
Police Department as well as the Cochise County Sheriff’s Office immediately began 
investigating the threat and had apprehended the juvenile who allegedly posted the threats by 
approximately 8:30 Sunday evening. The threats are now considered to be a hoax with no 
credible evidence of planned attacks or accomplices coming to light. 

     In an official press release Sunday evening Sheriff Dannels stated, “the hard work and 
dedicated effort by both the Sierra Vista PD and Sheriff’s Office staff in this incident confirms 
that shared intelligence in a streamlined and collaborated effort brings greater efficiency to any 
criminal investigation. It is also with the invaluable input from the public that we were able to 
bring swift closure in such a serious incident. Our deepest appreciation to all of those who 
contributed to this success.” 

     In an exercise of an abundance of caution, local police also provided extra security at all 
Sierra Vista schools on Monday morning. CAS had a uniformed officer patrolling the campus 
and interacting with classes throughout the school day and into after care on Monday. 
Increased police presence will occur throughout the remainder of the week as the police 
continue their investigations. 

     By Monday April 27th at 12:30, law enforcement officials had confirmed that the 16-year-old 
acted alone with his hoax threats. However, many students and parents had elected not to 
attend school on Monday. CAS saw about a 25% absenteeism rate, significantly higher than 
other school days. 

     CAS treats these threats very seriously, and the safety of our students, faculty and staff is of 
the utmost importance. Further, CAS would like to thank the Sierra Vista police for its swift 
actions and constant communication bringing this emotional issue to a close. 



 

Elementary and Middle School 

Magic show teaches students about electrical safety 

 Chris Dixon, a national presenter and magician, performed in The Center for Academic 

Success cafeteria for grades K-3 on April 21 to teach students about electrical safety in a 

memorable, entertaining way. The presentation was made possible and sponsored by the 

Sulfur Springs Valley Electrical Co-op and offered at no cost to CAS schools. 

     Dixon wowed the crowd with disappearing and reappearing coins, magical scarves, and a 

drawing that came to life all while reinforcing safety with electricity. Students learned why 

electricity and water never mix, how to act safely around power lines, and why plugs are the 

only things that go into electrical outlets. 
     CAS would like to thank both Dixon and the Sulfur Springs Valley Electrical Co-op for making 

this fun and important presentation possible. 

 

Local chorus performs Disney themed show at CAS 

Students at CAS Elementary School in grades kindergarten through third attended a Sierra Vista 
Community Chorus production of Disney musical numbers held in the CAS cafeteria on May 1. 
Adult chorus members dressed in Disney character costumes throughout the performance to 
bring the spirit of fun alive for the kids. Selections included songs from: “Mary Poppins”, 
“Aladdin”, “The Lion King” and “101 Dalmatians.” The chorus even brought a trained show dog 
who participated in the "101 Dalmatians" song.  

     Chorus member Lindy Gilbert arranged for the production to perform at CAS as she felt 
students would enjoy the familiar songs and the colorful costumes.  The CAS administration and 
teachers agreed that not only would this provide some much needed fun, but it would also 
function as an incentive and reward for positive behaviors.  

     Second-grade student Lilly B. stated, “It was so cool…My favorite [part] was all the Disney 
music. I like to sing along.”  

     CAS Lead Teacher Ms. Tomlinson added, “It was great…I loved that they had someone 
dressed as the Cheshire Cat. The whole thing was a lot of fun; the chorus did a phenomenal 
job.” 

 High School 

Seniors reflect on their time at CAS 



 Seniors at The Center for Academic Success were asked to respond to a single question, 
“What will you miss most about your time at CAS?” Their responses were as varied as they are. 
     Shawnna Olson said, “The teachers because they always know how to talk to people.” 
     Zach Ogier, graduating junior, said, “I guess some of my friends, I definitely won’t miss the 
drama.” 
     Rafael Huerta said, “Friends, that’s about it.” 
     Jesse Worthington said, “The teachers are really nice and you know I’m gonna miss my 
friends and all that, but really what I think I’ll miss most is having a nice, stable learning 
environment.” 
Claire McKee said, “Teachers always willing to help even if it’s not on a school thing, if it’s just a 
random question.  They’re just always there.” 
     Ryan Makarewicz said, “Probably how chill and relaxing it is compared to Buena.” 
     Patrick Guffey said, “My daily routines.” 
     Maritza Hidalgo said, “My friends and my teachers and just my daily routine. I don’t know 
what I’m going to be doing instead of being here.”   
     The faculty and staff at CAS wishes the graduating class of 2015 all the best in their future 
endeavors. 
 

High school to hold end of year field day event 

 On May 21 from 2 to 3:30 p.m. The Center for Academic Success High School students 
will be celebrating the end of school with a field day.  The event will most likely consist of a 
water balloon fight and a tug of war competition.  Students will also be given plates of whipped 
cream that they can throw at their friends.  Jarad Young, dean of students, is also looking at 
acquiring a dunk tank for the day.  The event will take place on the field and the basketball 
court as well as in the high school parking lot.  All students can attend the event regardless of 
their grades and attendance record according to Gwendolyn McWhite, math teacher.  In 
addition all teachers at the school will be able to attend the event and are encouraged to 
participate. 
     The event, which was set up by the student council, was put in place so that students have a 
positive outlook on their time in high school after they leave.   
     Wendy Koop, administrative assistant, said, “I always feel it’s important for the students to 
have a positive way to rekindle their friendships, hangout with their friends and do fun school 
sponsored events.” 
     Students will be released from their last final at 2 p.m. on that day to go and enjoy the event.  
The various booths and events will be run by the high school student council members. 
     Claire McKee, student council president, would like to remind the student body and teachers 
to wear older clothes that they don’t mind getting a little dirty that day.   
 

Video Production class creates documentary as final project 

 Video production is a class taught by Meg McKay, electives teacher, and occupied by 

three students. McKay said that the point of the class is to learn to create videos including 



writing scripts, performing from scripts, operating video cameras and editing footage into a 

completed video.   

     As a final project students in the class are completing a documentary about whether the 

Loch Ness Monster is real or a myth.  “They’ve decided to call it ‘The Loch Ness Monster: 

History of the Mystery’.  They have to choose one side of the story and they have decided to 

say that it does exist.”  McKay said.   

     McKay said that the project will take the students about a month to complete.  For the 

documentary students are using footage that they have found on Youtube as well as footage of 

themselves that they have filmed.  In addition the students are able to use still pictures that 

they have found online.  They are using Movie Maker 2.6 to edit the footage and to remove the 

audio track from the Youtube videos so that they can overlay their own narration onto it.  

Though the students are working together to create the narration footage each student will use 

the footage to create their own documentary to be turned in.   

     Nathan Arzate, a freshman in the class, said, “I like that we take raw video and turn it into a 

well edited video that people will understand.”  Arzate also said that the class itself is 

“challenging, but fun.” 

 

 


