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CAS Sierra Vista High School is currently submitting a grant application for a 21st CCLC 
grant for the FY16 school year. If awarded, the grant would provide funds for a before and after 
care program through a five-year cycle. Full grant application text will be available for public 
review upon request. To request a copy, please contact CAS Administration at 520-439-3553. 

Preschool 

     Students at the preschool have been continuing their study of the alphabet and are focusing 

on the letters “V,” “W” and “X.”  They are also continuing their study of numbers and can now 

count through the number “18.”  In addition they are currently focusing on the oval and the 

color yellow.   

     This week students are also concentrating on the theme of “Up and Away.”  They’re talking 

about things that can fly including some animals, airplanes, balloons, rockets and kites.  They 

are also talking about how they fly, such as by riding on the air or being pushed by an engine. 

     The preschoolers are also practicing for their preschool graduation ceremony which is 

coming up on May 15 at 3:30 p.m. in the CAS Cafeteria.  Family members are encouraged to 

attend the ceremony. 

 

Elementary and Middle School 

Magic show teaches students about electrical safety 

 Chris Dixon, a national presenter and magician, performed in The Center for Academic 

Success cafeteria for grades K-3 on April 21 to teach students about electrical safety in a 

memorable, entertaining way. The presentation was made possible and sponsored by the 

Sulfur Springs Valley Electrical Co-op and offered at no cost to CAS schools. 

     Dixon wowed the crowd with disappearing and reappearing coins, magical scarves, and a 

drawing that came to life all while reinforcing safety with electricity. Students learned why 

electricity and water never mix, how to act safely around power lines, and why plugs are the 

only things that go into electrical outlets. 



     CAS would like to thank both Dixon and the Sulfur Springs Valley Electrical Co-op for making 

this fun and important presentation possible. 

 

 High School 

CAS hosts last blood drive of the school year 

The Center for Academic Success hosted its final blood drive of the 2014-2015 school 

year on Monday April 27.  The American Red Cross set up its station in the conference room in 

the administration building.  At the event faculty, students, administrators and members of the 

community were able to donate blood, hangout and partake in some snacks. Many at CAS 

believe it’s a positive experience for everyone. 

    Ashley Ridenhour, registrar, says, “I think it teaches students to be responsible and selfless.” 

    The American Red Cross has a high school leadership program as well.  Graduating students, 

who have donated blood at least three times and who have volunteered eight hours to the Red 

Cross, will be able to receive a Red Cross Red Chord. So far, seven students are eligible for the 

chord. 

     Clare McKee, one of the eligible seniors, says, “I’m excited about getting my Red Chord. I will 

feel fancy wearing it with my cap and gown.” 

     There are certain restrictions to be able to donate blood. Students who are under the age of 

eighteen must have parental consent to donate. Also, there are some weight and size 

restrictions for the donator’s own safety. However, fear is not always a factor; students who are 

afraid of needles can still donate their time.  

Math teacher, Gwendolyn McWhite says, “I donate because it’s a little thing to do, but it has 

a big impact.” 

Second time donator and junior, Robert Basile says, “It kind of stinks that I can’t work out for 

a while, but it’s worth it knowing that I can save someone’s life.” 

Donating blood is safe and easy. The need for blood is always in high demand, and CAS’s 

donators are one important part of many that add to the supply.  

 

Awareness of civics test requirement still low 

 The state of Arizona became the first state to make a civics test mandatory to graduate 

from high school back in January. The new requirement will affect the graduating class of 2017 

and later. Students can start taking the 100 question test in the eighth grade. They must get 60 

questions correct in order to successfully pass the test. The student will have all the way 

through high school to pass. If they pass the test before their graduation year then they do not 

have to take the test ever again.  According to Prescott News this is the same test that all 

immigrants must pass in order to become citizens. 

     Though the bill passed both the Arizona House and Senate three months ago many students 



were still unaware of the requirement.  In a poll of 36 freshmen and sophomores at The Center 

for Academic Success High School 72 percent had no idea that such a law had been passed.  

Teachers at CAS were a little more knowledgeable on the subject with 54 percent saying that 

they knew of the new requirement.   

     Ashley Ridenhour, registrar, said that the school is waiting on the Arizona Department of 

Education to give the school further instructions about how to meet the law’s criteria before 

putting a policy in place.  However, she was confident that all students taking Richard 

Wagenvoord’s government class would be able to pass such a test with ease. 

     Wagenvoord said that he has already been using the test for the past three years in his 

classes.  He supports the new requirement, but also said “I think it’s unfortunate that we have 

to mandate such a test that a fourth grader should know for high school.” 

       If a student wishes to take practice quizzes they can go to the U.S. Citizenship and 

Immigrant Services website at http://www.uscis.gov/.    

      


