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CAS Student Wins Water Wise Poster Contest 
 Recently students at The Center for Academic Success were asked to participate in the 
eighteenth annual water conservation poster contest.  Two students from CAS Middle School 
submitted posters, Jayce Degnan, eighth grade, and Kellie Tolmie, seventh grade.   
     Degnan won second place in the eighth grade category.  Tolmie won first place in the 
seventh grade category and also won the overall Grand Prize. 
     The contest, which was sponsored by The University of Arizona Cooperative Extension Water 
Wise Youth Program, encouraged students in third through eighth grades to submit artwork for 
the theme of “Celebrate Water—Celebrate Life!”   
     The winning poster will be permanently featured as public art in the Sierra Vista community 
and will help to promote the practice of water conservation according to the call for student 
artists that the program released.   
     Entries were judged on “creative thought related to the theme, artistic quality and proper 
spelling.” According to the program contest rules. 
     Both students have been invited to the next city council meeting on April 9 at 5 p.m. at City 
Hall for recognition and awards.  They were also invited to a swim party at the Cove on April 17.   
  
CAS Middle School Students Place at YES Fair 

The Center for Academic Success is excited to announce that two CAS students have 
placed in the county’s annual Youth and Engineering Science Fair for their science fair projects 
which were submitted for judging on March 23. 
     Ethan Johnson, seventh grade, was awarded first place in the category of Energy and 
Engineering for his project “Get Wired” which analyzed alternative sources of electricity.  
Macayla Fetting, seventh grade, earned third place in the category of Biological Science for her 
project “Toothbrush Invaders” which answered a household dilemma of the best location to 
store your toothbrush in to minimize bacterial growth. 
     Community students in fifth through twelfth grades from Sierra Vista, Bisbee, Douglas, 
Nogales and Tombstone are eligible to compete in the county’s annual YES Fair. Approximately 
500 students attended this year’s YES Fair as applicants or spectators. Students in fifth through 
eighth grades may compete in the categories of Energy and Engineering, Technology, Physical 
Science, Earth and Space Science and Biological Science while students in ninth through twelfth 



grades compete in one division only. Those selected as winners are invited to a celebratory 
dinner. To learn more about the YES! Fair, please visit its website at:  http://www.yesfair.com/ 
  
 

High School 

Eighth Grade Students Invited to CAS High School 
On March 27, eighth graders at The Center for Academic Success Middle School went to 

the CAS High School for an Eighth Grade Invitational.  The point of the invitational was to 
engage the students in activities to show them the variety of classes available at CAS High 
School.   
     Wendy Koop, administrative assistant, said, “I realized this year that Buena has invitationals 
to a lot of the city schools that invite the eighth graders up to spend a day in high school, to see 
what it’s like, to meet teachers, and I realized that CAS had never offered that before.”   
     Koop extended the invitation to the CAS Middle School as well as other schools in the area.  
CAS Middle School was the only school that accepted the invitation, but Koop hopes next year 
to send the invitations earlier to try to encourage participation from other schools as well. 
     During the invitational each student was given a mock schedule that included nine periods 
and were then turned loose to find their way from class to class just as they would in high 
school.  The classes were on a 10 minute bell schedule and there were teachers in the hallway 
to help direct students if they needed it.   
     The high school teachers voluntarily ran different activities in their classrooms for the 
students.  Julian Barkley, history teacher, did an economics themed lesson where he put out a 
bowl of free candy and then spoke to the students about why it wasn’t really free and why the 
concept of free is a lie.  Jeffrey “Oh!” Ofstedahl, engineering teacher, put out his robotics 
machines and also had the solar go-kart team with their go-kart there to show the students.  
Angelica Brown, science teacher, talked about her Animal Husbandry class and the students 
were able to look at the chicks and hold the baby bunnies.   
     Before students participated in the event Koop took a poll asking them how many of them 
would be interested in attending CAS High School next year.  There were nine students who 
raised their hands.  After the activities Koop asked the same question, this time 18 students 
answered that they would be interested in attending CAS High School. 
     Cynthia Marie, an eighth grader who declined to provide her last name, said that she 
“think(s) it’s a good choice of school to go to because of the things they have to offer to 
students who are willing to work hard and have perseverance.” She also said that she plans that 
she will be coming to the high school at CAS. 
  
CAS Welcomes Bunnies and Chicks Right Before Easter 

 As new editions to The Center for Academic Success, the Animal Husbandry class has 
accepted into their care nine baby bunnies and 18 chicks. Jeffrey “Oh!” Ofstedahl, engineering 
teacher, acquired the chicks before spring break from the Tractor Supply Company. Angelica 
Brown, science teacher, said that Gracie Martin, sophomore, took care of the baby bunnies 
over spring break before they entered the classroom. 



     Brown hopes that her class will learn that, “they are cute and stuff, but they actually take 
work.” 
     Oh! plans to get the Gardening Club involved with the chickens. However, Brown’s Animal 
Husbandry class will be giving the primary care to the chicks. 
     Animal Husbandry students have marked and named their own birds. The chicks are all 
female, and in four to six months they will provide eggs, that Oh! intends to sell. 
     Oh! said, “Well, we’re going to raise them, and when they are big enough we are going to 
move them into the chicken coop. I want to teach students about egg production, but also 
about small business running.” 
    There are three black, three white, and three gray bunnies; the biology class will be using the 
bunnies to figure out genetics. When the bunnies are grown in about seven weeks, Brown says 
the she will most likely sell them to fund other animals.  
 
Blazing Eagles Solar Go-Kart Team Participates in Time Trials 
 On March 28 students from 16 solar go-kart teams from across the state met at the 
Muscle Man Honda Race Track to have their karts inspected and to undergo time trials.  The 
Blazing Eagles, the solar go-kart team from The Center for Academic Success, attended as well. 
     Zach Ogier, team leader and senior, said, “There were still a few things to work on, we’ll get 
it done on time.”  Ogier also serves as the driver for the team. 
     Jeffrey “Oh!” Ofstedahl, team advisor, said that the students were able to get their go-kart 
up to about 15 mph, which is an impressive speed for a go-kart. 
     Quite a few students attended the time trials, however some students were unable to attend 
because of academic probation.   
     Oh! said, “You have to have C’s or better in all your classes in order to participate in the 
extracurricular stuff.  If you’re getting suspended and you’re failing your classes, then you 
shouldn’t be spending your time playing around with go-karts.”   
     Oh! added that he was disappointed that there were some students who were not able to 
attend because it costs the team points when members are not at the events.  Teams can earn 
a total of 10,000 points during the course of the competition for things such as kart design, 
racing times, attendance and paperwork that has been submitted properly.   
     The majority of the solar go-kart events are not open to the public, however the big race 
which will take place on April 25 at the U of A Tech Park from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. is open to 
anyone.  Those who are interested should RSVP by April 15 to reserve a spot.  More information 
can be found at https://racingthesun2015.eventbrite.com 
 

 


