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Elementary and Middle School 
 
Honor Roll Ice Cream Social     
      The Center for Academic Success Elementary and Middle Schools held an ice cream social on 
January 30 to recognize all of the students who had made the honor roll.  There were 152 
students in total who made either the Principal’s Honor Roll or the A/B Honor Roll.  To be 
eligible for the Principal’s Honor Roll students had to have all A’s or the equivalent and to be 
eligible for the A/B Honor Roll students had to have all A’s or B’s or the equivalent.  In addition 
to the honor roll students attending, their parents were also encouraged to attend the event 
and many did.   
     Students were given two scoops of ice cream each and were able to choose one topping for 
their ice cream.  There were six choices of ice cream including Neapolitan, chocolate and vanilla 
among others.  There were also three topping sauce choices including strawberry, chocolate 
and butterscotch.   
     The administration at CAS wanted to hold this event to acknowledge the hard work and 
achievements of their students.  The Middle School Student Council served at the event as part 
of their ongoing efforts to create a positive atmosphere at the school.   

     Many teachers scheduled activities around the 100th Day of School, which took place 
on Tuesday, Jan. 20 in the elementary and middle schools. 
 
100th Day of School 
     Jarad Young, Dean of Students, had his physical education students celebrate the 100th Day 
of School by taking a physical education challenge. Students were paired up with a partner and 
then took turns completing 10 different exercises, 10 times each. Some of the exercises 
included jumping jacks, hurtles and mountain climbers. Both students were supposed to cheer 
on their partners. 
     Students in Sarah Kelley’s Kindergarten class celebrated being 100 days older, brighter, 
taller, friendlier and smarter by writing a sentence that started “I could eat 100” and then 
allowed them to fill in the blank. Some students thought they could eat 100 brownies, skittles, 
bowls of cereal or apples. The students then drew a picture to accompany their sentence. 
     Students in both Diana Ramirez and Rosie Delgado’s fourth grade classes read a poem about 
the 100th day, set to the tune of Yankee Doodle. They also wrote a composition about what 
they would do if they had $100. The students also drew a picture of a $100 bill, substituting a 



picture of themselves for the picture of Benjamin Franklin. In addition, students calculated how 
many times different denominations would fit into $100, such as pennies and dollars. 

Martin Luther King Jr. Celebrations and Learning 
     January 2015 brought many new learning opportunities to CAS schools.  Many classes did 
special lessons for Martin Luther King Jr. Day. Students in Cheryl Engol’s third grade class 
watched a YouTube video called “My Friend Martin” along with students in Romilly Gardner’s 
third grade class.  
     Students in Engol’s class then discussed civil rights and also wrote an essay about what they 
would ask King if he were alive today. Engol’s students will also be reading a story about Ruby 
Bridges and comparing and contrasting what it was like for King to be fighting for rights versus 
what it was like for Bridges to be trying to act on those rights. 
     Students in Gardner’s class listened to King’s “I Have a Dream” speech, colored a picture of 
King and included a quote from the speech on their picture. Students also talked about general 
facts about King, such as that there had been a previous assassination attempt on him and that 
his mother was also murdered. Students will also be talking about Rosa Parks. They will be 
listening to Outkast’s song “Rosa Parks,” sometimes also known as “Back of the Bus,” and trying 
to analyze the meaning of the song.  
     Stacy Bernardo’s first graders colored silhouettes of King and wrote their dreams on pieces 
of paper. Each dream started with the words “I have a dream” and continued from there. Some 
dreams were “that no one will be angry,” “there will be no more wars,” “that everyone will 
smile” and “everyone can change the world.” 
 

High School 

Key Club Food Drive 
     According to the Feeding America website on average the number of people under the age 
of 18 in America that live in poverty is 14.7 million. The number of people above the age of 18 
and under the age of 64 is 26.4 million. The Center for Academic Success Key Club took a stand 
to solve this problem by holding a food and clothing drive.  
     Food drives are “the way people who are more fortunate can give to those who are in need.” 
Said Ashley Ridenhour, registrar.  
     Accepted donations could range from toiletries to any non-perishable food item. The drive 
collected 85 items of nonperishable food items. There were 22 articles of clothing and shoes 
donated as well.  
     Steve Conroy, Key Club advisor, delivered the food donations to The Good Neighbor Alliance 
shelter off of Seventh Street. The Key Club students wanted to make sure that The Good 
Neighbor Alliance got first pick of the food. Any donations that they cannot use will be taken to 
Saint Vincent de Paul or The Salvation Army. The clothing donations will be given to needy 
children in Mexico. 
     Key Club International is a club that is mainly composed of high school students with adult 
advisors. The members of Key Club feel like helping those in need by collecting donations can 



help them feel good about themselves. Key Club International is a club that is dedicated to 
helping the community.  
 

Animal Husbandry Field Trip to Nancy J. Brua Animal Care Center 
On January 21 Angelica Brown, science teacher, took eleven students from her Animal 

Husbandry class on a field trip to the Nancy J. Brua Animal Care Center. There the students 
learned what animals were taken care of, what shots were normally given to the animals, the 
adoption process and how the animals ended up there in the first place among other things. 
The students also got a short tour of the center.  
     “I think most people are familiar with the shelter but they don’t know what goes into it, plus 
the shelter’s a good place to start.” Brown said. 

     The students and Brown saw everywhere from the back room that stores the food and 
grooming utensils to the backyard where the dogs would be held to get some fresh air to where 
the animals would sleep.  The tour guide mentioned that they dealt with snakes, reptiles, and 
standard dogs and cats.  Students got to hold some of the puppies and ask questions on various 
topics. A few students wanted to volunteer for the shelter.  

     “I got to know a lot more about the medical field involved with animals.” Said Frank Pence, 
sophomore. 

     On the way back to school in the van, Brown asked the students who would have wanted to 
work there or at least volunteer in a shelter or veterinary clinic and almost everybody raised 
their hands in response.  

     Ashley Ridenhour said, “I think it shows the students situations and helps them decide what 
path they want to follow and hands-on experiences for what they want to get into.” 

     Ridenhour and Brown believe that the field trip helped to teach the students a valuable 
lesson as well as broadening their knowledge of career fields. 

     “I think the students learn more about careers working with animals and I think they learned 
that it’s hard work and it’s dirty work,” said Ridenhour. “They learned that it’s not all fun and 
love, a lot of times with animals you’re going to see the abused and neglected.” 

     “It shows the students that there are different fields besides just veterinary and it also shows 
what the job entails,” Brown added. “Working with animals isn’t just getting to play with them 
every day. It requires hard work and dedication. Not everything comes out the way you want it 
to.” 

 


