
This was a big week for students at The Center for Academic Success.  Not only did students enjoy a long 
weekend in order to celebrate Martin Luther King Jr. Day, but they also got to celebrate the 100th Day of 
School. 
 
Elementary School 
 Many classes did special lessons for Martin Luther King Jr. Day.  Students in Cheryl Engol’s third 
grade class watched a YouTube video called My Friend Martin along with students in Romilly Gardner’s 
third grade class.  Students in Engol’s class then discussed civil rights and also wrote an essay about 
what they would ask King if he were alive today.  Engol’s students will also be reading a story about 
Ruby Bridges and comparing and contrasting what it was like for King to be fighting for rights versus 
what it was like for Bridges to be trying to act on those rights. 
 Students in Gardner’s class listened to King’s “I Have a Dream” speech, colored a picture of King 
and included a quote from the speech on their picture.  Students also talked about general facts about 
King, such as that there had been a previous assassination attempt on him and that his mother was also 
murdered.  Students will also be talking about Rosa Parks.  They will be listening to Outkast’s song “Rosa 
Parks,” sometimes also known as “Back of the Bus,” and trying to analyze the meaning of the song. 
 Students in Stacy Bernardo’s first grade class colored silhouettes of King and wrote their dreams 
on pieces of paper.  Each dream started with the words “I have a dream” and continued from there.  
Some dreams were “that no one will be angry,” “there will be no more wars,” “that everyone will smile” 
and “everyone can change the world.” 

Many teachers also scheduled activities around the 100th Day of School.  Jarad Young, Dean of 
Students, had his physical education students celebrate the 100th Day of School by taking a physical 
education challenge.  Students were paired up with a partner and then took turns completing 10 
different exercises, 10 times each.  Some of the exercises included jumping jacks, hurtles and mountain 
climbers.  Both students were supposed to cheer on their partner.   

Students in Sarah Kelley’s Kindergarten class celebrated being 100 days older, brighter, taller, 
friendlier and smarter by writing a sentence that started “I could eat 100” and then allowed them to fill 
in the blank.  Some students thought they could eat 100 brownies, skittles, bowls of cereal or apples.  
The students then drew a picture to accompany their sentence.   

Students in both Diana Ramirez and Rosie Delgado’s fourth grade classes read a poem about the 
100th day, set to the tune of Yankee Doodle.  They also wrote a composition about what they would do if 
they had $100.  The students also drew a picture of a $100 bill, substituting a picture of themselves for 
the picture of Benjamin Franklin.  In addition, students calculated how many times different 
denominations would fit into $100, such as pennies and dollars.   
 
High School 

Students in the high school spent their 100th Day of School just like they do any other, learning.    
Meg McKay’s Humanities students are studying non-fiction materials this semester in order to 

expand their reading experience and improve their reading comprehension.  Students will read four 
books:  Tuesdays with Morrie, October Sky (also known as Rocket Boys), Ghosts of War, and Bomb:  The 
Race to Build--and Steal--the World's Most Dangerous Weapon.  After reading each book, students will 
complete a final paper.  In addition, students will view motion picture versions of both Tuesdays with 
Morrie and October Sky as part of their study. 

Students enrolled in McKay’s Video Production are learning to operate various camera 
equipment this semester in addition to writing their own scripts, adapting scripts from print sources, 
narrating news segments while using a teleprompter and video editing.  In addition, students will be 
creating their own short documentaries as a final project while producing a weekly television newscast 
for the school, featuring stories specifically about CAS and the wider Sierra Vista community. 



Richard Wagenvoord’s Arizona Gun Safety classes are immersed in the very basics of firearms 
safety as well as learning about the different operational characteristics and mechanics of various 
firearms.  Fundamentals of safe firearms handling and secure storage options are being discussed in 
detail.  Students in the class will later take practical midterms and finals by going to the local shooting 
range to demonstrate the safety techniques that they have learned. 


