
The Center for Academic Success staff and students are getting back into the swing of 

things and are already enjoying a great semester.  Studies have shown that the third quarter is 

when a majority of learning occurs and everyone at CAS is ready to tackle the challenge.  

Parents can help give their children the best possible chance to succeed at school by 

encouraging reading at home and healthy habits. 

 

Preschool 

The CAS Preschool and Pre-K Classes will be focusing on “Wheeling About.”  This unit will 

discuss things that move with wheels.  They will also be learning about the letter M, N and O 

and counting and recognizing the numbers 1 through 12 with the focus on 11 and 12 

specifically.  In addition they will be learning about the color white and the octagon. 

 

Elementary School 

Rose Marie Dokken, music teacher, is happy to announce that the music department at CAS is 

off to a great start this semester.  Grades 1-5 are already planning for their concerts.  First 

grade will be doing a rhythm band, second has a play entitled From A to Z, third will be singing a 

variety of fun songs, fourth is preparing some lummy stick routines as well as country western 

line dances and some square dances and fifth is doing a play entitled The Phantom of the Music 

Room.  In addition to all of the concert planning CAS is excited to have received six donations 

through the Donors Choose website.  The donations went to purchasing a music stand as well 

as an autoharp.  Students in the music program are looking forward to playing an autoharp, 

most of them for the first time. 

 

Middle School 

Auditions for the middle school choir, THE PULSE, were held on the first Friday of the semester.  

Each student who wished to join the choir had to sing “The Star Spangled Banner” and “Happy 

Birthday” individually.  Some students have yet to audition, so final numbers have not been 

released yet, but Dokken stated that all of the students who have auditioned so far did very 

well. 

 

High School 

Julian Barkley, history teacher, has launched right into the new semester in all of his classes.  In 

World History the students have finished their unit on the rise and spread of Islam and will now 

be moving into African history including early kingdoms and great cultures that occurred 



outside of Egypt.  American History students have been discussing the first U.S. government 

under the Constitution.  They have been looking specifically at the role of Alexander Hamilton 

and discussing early issues concerning the Constitution such as the creation of the Bill of Rights.  

Students in Barkley’s Economics classes are getting an introduction to economic thought and 

theory.  So far they have been studying the effects of scarcity and choice and theories on how 

choices and cost cause stress on consumers. 

Angelica Brown, science teacher, has started an Animal Husbandry class this semester.  Her goal 

with the class is to teach students about careers that involve working with animals.  Students in 

the class will be learning about the anatomy, physiology and behavior of a variety of animals.  

They will also be exploring genetics through breeding the animals.  A couple of the animals that 

students will be working with this semester include rabbits and chickens.  The class will be 

taking a field trip on January 21 to Animal Control to further their knowledge and to learn about 

animals that can’t be kept on campus. This is just one of the many field trips that Brown hopes 

to take the students on. 

Brown’s Biology classes have also been working hard and learning about evolution and 

adaptations.  To model natural selections students acted as finches with different beaks.  The 

beaks were a popsicle stick, a spoon, a fork, a hand and a taped hand.  They had to collect 

“food” in the form of beans and place it in a cup that was held in their other hand.  Students 

learned which beaks were more efficient at collecting the beans.  When a group of birds 

collected the least amount of beans they became extinct and the other beak populations 

reproduced.  The students had a fun time acting as birds and even became a bit competitive in 

collecting their food.  Later students graphed the results of their food collection and compared 

it to the different beak styles.   

The CAS Key Club wrapped up their food and clothing drive at the end of first semester.  The 

donations have now been sorted.  Altogether 85 non-perishable food items were collected 

including canned meat, soups, pasta and canned fruits and vegetables.  The food items will be 

donated to the Good Neighbor Alliance.  The clothing that was collected including jackets and 

shoes as well as shirts and pants will be donated to children in Mexico.   


