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Students at the Center for Academic Success at every level, from preschool to high school, are soaking in 

tons of knowledge as the school year progresses.  The preschool students are using a new curriculum, 

Fun Shine Express, to learn their letters, numbers, and math.  They’re also learning about school in 

general and what takes place there during their unit on going back to school.  In addition to that they 

also celebrated Grandparent’s Day, which is recognized nationally on September 7.   

At the elementary level the fifth grade class is studying US states and state capitols in Social Studies.  

They are also continuing their understanding of English concepts such as different genres and sentence 

types.  They’re not slacking in math or science either.  They’re learning about place values, types of 

properties, and order of operations as well as studying the human body.   

The middle school is also hard at work especially in English class.  Students in Mrs. Silverwind’s sixth 

grade classes are working on the basic building blocks of grammar and sentence structure.  Her seventh 

grade classes are reading and analyzing short stories as well as working on plot development.  Her 

eighth grade classes are actually writing their own endings to a short story.  The creative writing classes 

are also writing stories and presenting them during class. 

High school students are learning some great information in their science classes.  Mr. Oh’s 

Environmental Science students are studying the effects of salt on plant growth and germination.  In 

addition they are conducting experiments using earthworms and brine shrimp.  Mrs. Brown’s Biology 

and Earth Science students are also conducting some fun experiments.  The Biology classes are learning 

about osmosis and how things move into and out of cells.  They used an egg to simulate a cell and 

introduced it to seven different solutions, from root beer to corn syrup, to see what would happen to 

the mass, volume and density of the egg after three days.  Her Earth Science students learned about 

sublimation and how a gas takes up a greater volume than a solid by taking the volume of dry ice and 

then placing it in a balloon.  They then took the volume of the balloon after the dry ice had sublimated 

into a gas and filled it.   

The staff at CAS isn’t just concerned with their student’s academics, they’re also striving to make sure 

that students work on building their character.  At the elementary and middle schools September’s 

character trait is self-control.  Students will be recognized throughout the month for demonstrating this 

trait.  At the high school teachers are being encouraged to nominate students for student of the month 

based on random acts of kindness, academic achievement and academic growth.  The September 

student of the month will be recognized in the October edition of the CAS Chronicle, the campus wide 

newspaper.   


