
CAS Chalk Talk 

Going Green: 

From the Dean of Students; Mr. Young: 

The idea of developing a recycling program was started at The Center for Academic Success 

middle school last school year. We had to get creative with what we recycled and think about 

how we could transport it to the county facility because we did not know of any commercial 

recycling company other than those in Tucson. This was the only way we recycled, other than 

taking the recyclables home.  

Mr. Huff, the Principal of our Sierra Vista campus, approached me, (Mr. Young), this summer 

and asked me to get a recycling program started with a local trash service. I knew we had our 

trash service with the City so I began there. I was able to get in touch with Richard Cayer, the 

director in charge of the recycling program with the City of Sierra Vista and we set up a meeting 

to discuss becoming a part of a pilot program for recycling at school. The 1 & 1 residential 

recycling is off to a wonderful start, and we wanted to become the first commercial customer 

with a recycling program.  

The meeting was a success, and we began recycling in July even without the students on 

campus until August 6th.  The program is off to an amazing start campus wide.  

CAS’ goal is to reduce the trash pickup by at least one if not two days a week. The idea is also to 

encourage our becoming a “Green” school by improving our carbon footprint and educating the 

entire CAS family: students, staff, and parents/ guardians.  

 

The project is being integrated into the regular school routines of daily classroom functions, 

with each staff member at the K-8 school creating a “green team” to take charge of delivering 

the recyclables to the large bins in front of the school.  We will remind teachers every Thursday 

afternoon before the students are dismissed to take all recyclables into the bins for final drop. 

Our weekly pick up is 8:30 in the morning each Friday. 

There will be several contests and lessons geared to improve the awareness of recycling not 

only throughout the school but the City of Sierra Vista as well. 

 

 As discussed earlier, we are the pilot program for the city’s school recycling program. It will 

take place for the entire school year with the intention of sustaining the recycling program. We 



hope to see the program bring more opportunities by improving the footprint of how we take 

care of our planet. We plan to sustain the program and continue to promote how important it 

is to recycle as much as possible and only have the city trash service pick up trash every other 

week instead of weekly. This is a great tool to see that other commercial businesses could try to 

begin a recycling service and see a massive reduction in trash production throughout Sierra 

Vista.  

 

I would like to thank Richard Cayer, Darrin Stinsby, and Brenda Foote from the City of Sierra 

Vista for considering CAS for this wonderful educational opportunity. I see this program 

becoming a great opportunity for us to give Sierra Vista the chance to see the progress that we 

can make to keep our community clean and Green!  

 

 

Preschool -- WE HERE AT CAS PRESCHOOL WOULD LIKE TO GIVE A SPECIAL THANKS TO: Mr. Aron 

Raduechel, Husband of Mrs. Nicole our Pre-K teacher. Mr. Raduechel has helped in the set up and the 

reconstruction of our classrooms and office. We would also like to recognize a couple of our local 

Military men: SSG Joel Mercado and SGT Jason Huskey both from the 18th MP DET. They have 

volunteered their time working and setting up the office as well as the classrooms. Thank you to all 

these men for an outstanding job. We appreciate all their help. 

The Preschool and Pre-K classes at the Center for Academic Success have been busy this week 

learning  the phonics sound for “Aa & Bb and have been expanding their vocabulary by identifying 

objects inside and outside the classroom that begin with these letters.  

The classes’ social and emotional focus this week has been continuing to learn language to express how 

they feel.  The students have been learning ways to communicate their feeling to friends and teachers.  

In Science the emphasis is on learning and identifying the four basic needs of people and respecting  

everyone’s need for personal space. 

In Mrs.  Nicole’s class we have a new friend, our class pet fish GILL. 

In Math the students will focus on the number s “one and two”.  The children will look for groups of one 

and two objects in and outside the classroom. 

The Physical Development/Health/ Safety standard discussed this week are proper hand washing 

techniques. The classes are engaging in “Family Style Dining” to promote many independent skills.  

In Social Studies the classes will learn and identify members of their family. Each family was sent home 

items to help create a Family Tree to bring back to share with the class. 



Elementary/Middle- Mrs. Silverwind’s middle school English classes are starting out the semester 

with writing. They are determined to improve their writing skills by the end of the school year. 

Students are doing daily writing drills. Her Friday elective this semester is creative writing. The 

after school spelling club with 5th grade is well attended and students had fun playing spelling 

games.    

 High School— English 12 students are reviewing basic writing and grammar skills in order to get 

them geared up for the year ahead. 

Introduction to Journalism students are learning the basic roles of a newspaper as well as the 
laws and ethics that guide journalists. 
Advanced Journalism students are hard at work putting together their articles for the first 
edition of the CAS Chronicle of the year, which will be published in early September. 
Community Involvement students are studying the issue of homelessness.  They will be reading 
some articles about the issue as well as some creative solutions that people are implementing.  
They will also be watching a documentary entitled Tent City, USA. All of this is leading up to 
their community service project at the Good Neighbor Alliances.  
 

Mr. Wagenvoord’s Government class is delving into the upcoming August 26th primary 

election.  We will be visiting various candidates’ web sites as well as trying to understand the 

various issues being addressed by our local, state and national level candidates for elective 

office. 

Students in Mr. Oh!’s  Environmental Science class have been researching how our food decisions 

impact the environment. This week, they used information from their research to create posters to 

convey some key ideas from what they learned. 

 

Students in the Intro to Engineering Design B class used this past week to reacquaint themselves with 

the CAD 3-D design computer program to reverse engineer Lego blocks. They then transferred their 

CAD-generated images to the 3-D printer to create physical models of their designs. 

 

Students in the Principles of Engineering class have been exploring careers in engineering. They will have 

a quarter-long opportunity to interview local engineers to create reports and presentations about 

engineering opportunities in various fields. 


