
CAS Chalk Talk 

Pre-school- The Preschool and Pre-K classes at the Center for Academic Success have been 

discussing the significance of Cinco De Mayo and its history. The children continue to review all 

of our Zoophonics friends Aa-Zz. The children have been expanding their vocabulary by 

identifying objects inside and outside the classroom that begin with letters of the alphabet. The 

Pre-K classes continue to identify letters in familiar words and continue to learn site words .The 

Pre-K classes have been putting together simple consonant-vowel-consonant words. 

The classes social and emotional focus this week builds self-confidence by acknowledging 

his/her own accomplishments. 

In science the children are learning about the weather. 

In Math the students will focus on the numbers 1-20, matching numerals to the quantities they 

represent. The children will create patterns building on information learned earlier in the year. 

The Pre-K classes are counting by 2’s, 5’s and 10’s. 

The Physical and motor development standard focuses this week on dexterity. The children will 

practice skills using one’s hands, body and mind. 

In Social Studies the classes will focus on describing physical features of the environment in 

which we live in. 

In Fine Arts the children are creating presents for Mother’s Day.  

Kindergarten: On Wednesday, May 7th, the Center for Academic Success hosted a 

Kindergarten Round Up.  Parents and students from CAS Preschool and the community met 

with the kindergarten staff, toured classrooms, and learned all about Kindergarten.  Students 

and parents were excited to schedule their enrollment interviews with the Dean of Students 

and demonstrate how ready they are to take the big leap into Kindergarten.  Parents were 

provided enrollment information and activities to enjoy with their student over the summer 

break to make the transition to Kindergarten a smooth one.  Mrs. Sarah Kelly, Kindergarten 

Lead, enthusiastically welcomed the new students as Mr. Brad Dale, sadly handed them off.  

Middle School: As most people are aware, the AIMS testing took place during the first part 

of April.  The eighth grade students are glad to have them completed and felt they did rather 
well.  History class has been busy.  We have completed a unit in Economics (which will be 
followed by our last unit on Presidents), sat in on two juvenile court cases, took a tour of the 
detention center, and had a lawyer, Mr. Edelman, come to our classroom to address the 
importance of voting. He had a question and answer period which proved to be quite 
interesting.  English class finished their unit on pronouns and adjectives.   We will continue 



doing twenty spelling and vocabulary words every week.  Our “reading with the kindergarten” 
program will come to an end on May 14th at Tompkins Park with some snacks and fun 
activities.  Promotion Day (May 22nd) is just around the corner for the eighth grade class.  Mrs. 
Dokken would like to take this time to wish all the students good luck as they venture on with 
the next chapter in their lives…HIGH SCHOOL! 
 

High School 

On May 3rd, 2014 CAS High School celebrated their 4th annual prom titled, “A Night in Disguise” 

over 1/3 of the school showed their festive side with decorative masks and attire. Prom court 

was announced with King- Daniel Escobar, Queen- Maelene Morshigue, Prince- Caesar 

Escalante, Princess- Claire McKee, Duke- Julio Flores, and Duchess- Kayla Lewis. Local vendors 

donated all of the food and the school would like to extend their thanks, they include; La Casita, 

Peter Piper Pizza, Dominoes, Olive Garden, Texas Roadhouse, and Chipotle. We would also like 

to thank Mrs. Martin for your generous donation including baked beans, potato salad and 

cupcakes. We would also like to say thank you to the staff and students that helped set up 

decorations, chaperone, serve food, provide campus security, and clean up after the event. 

Thank you to the Arizona Rangers for volunteering your time to ensure a safe campus during 

this event. Without you this event would not be possible. Thank you all for making this event a 

memorial event for our students.  

The CAS Key Club would like to thank the Kiwanis Club of Sierra Vista for officially sponsoring 

their charter.  The club held their Charter Night Celebration on April 25 where they were 

presented with their charter certificate.  District 8 Lt. Governor Candie Drouin was in 

attendance to present the charter and the president of the Kiwanis Club of Sierra Vista, Laura 

Miller-Bradley, presented the bell, gavel, and banner as well as helping to pin the new 

officers.  CAS is very grateful for the opportunity to provide students with an extracurricular 

activity that will help them understand the importance of helping in their local community.   

Seniors in English 12 are starting work on their final project of the year, the Poetry Out Loud 

Project.  They will set a poem by a professional author on top of photos that match the theme 

of the poem and then set the slideshow to music that encompasses the tone of the poem.  This 

will wrap up their final unit which explored poetry from authors from Pablo Neruda to Marge 

Piercy.  After that they will be reviewing for their final exam which they will take on May 15. 

The Debate class is starting research for their final debate of the year.  The debate will be a 

modified Public Forum Debate.  Students will discuss topics such as whether a greater emphasis 

should be placed on rehabilitation in the American prison system, whether felons should retain 

the right to vote, and whether public high school students should be required to pass a 

standardized exit exam to graduate.   



Advanced Journalism students are putting the finishing touches on their stories for the final 

edition of The CAS Chronicle for the year.  They will be editing each other’s stories and placing 

them into the layout over the next couple of weeks.  The final edition for the year will come out 

on May 12. 

Parents of high school students: There are only three weeks left in this regular semester until 
final exams week. Please work with your child to make sure they have everything turned in and 
are current in all of their classes. Summer school will be available during the month of June for 
those students not making the grade. 
 
Students in Mr. Oh!’s Intro to Engineering Design A (IED-A) class have been learning 3D 
modelling skills and CAD software use. This week, they began making their 27-piece puzzle 
cubes. Whereas, students in the IED-B sections have begun to study the process of reverse 
engineering to reconstruct a physical object using 3D modeling. 
 
What is the shape of the Universe? What is our cosmological beginning and end? Just how 
many dimensions are there? How does this all tie-into the Cosmic Microwave Background 
Radiation and does it make sense mathematically. The high school’s Astronomy students are 
answering these questions and more! 
 
Earth Science students have embarked on their final unit of study, Ecology. They have been 
learning how scientists interpret statistical data and they have been analyzing real-time 
geospatial data to draw their own conclusions about climate change and the effects it is having 
on our environment. 
 
Students in Mr. Oh!’s Honors World Religions class have concluded their studies of Christianity. 
This week they began a unit that explores the history and relationship between science and 
religion. 

 
The CAS Connect program is in its second year with over 60 students participating, and over 20 

students graduating from the program last year with an Arizona state diploma. CAS Connect is 

an extension of a long-standing Arizona charter school where students can accelerate their 

education through computer-based and face-to-face hybrid instruction by highly qualified 

teachers. We are here to help you meet your educational goals through flexible, self-paced 

instruction, face-to-face tutoring, hands-on consortiums, and relevant, challenging curriculum. 

 
CAS Connect curriculum is aligned to the Arizona College and Career Readiness Standards which 
is taught by highly qualified teachers. We believe in small classroom size so students get the 
time and attention they need. Students are challenged with relevant projects, hands-on 
activities, and engaging texts facilitating real learning gains. Whether you need to catch up on 
some credits you are missing, accelerate your pace to get to your goals faster, or are just 
interested in a flexible schedule, CAS Connect has a program for you. Call, click, or come in 



today to talk to us about your future with CAS. www.casschools.com 
<http://www.casschools.com> 520-458-4200.  
 

http://www.casschools.com/
http://www.casschools.com/

