
CAS Chalk Talk 

CAS Open House- CAS will be hosting an open house event on Saturday April 19, 2014, from 10:00am-

1:00 pm. We welcome you to come by and meet our great staff.  

Pre School- The Preschool and Pre-K classes at the Center for Academic Success have busy bunnies as 

they continue to embrace the warm weather of the Spring season by reviewing all of our Zoophonics 

friends Aa-Zz. The children have been expanding their vocabulary by identifying objects inside and 

outside the classroom that begin with letters of the alphabet. The Pre-K classes continue to identify 

letters in familiar words and continue to learn site words “a, and, an, away, big, blue, can, come, down 

and find”. The Pre-K classes are learning “it” ending as well as reviewing the “at” and “an” endings. 

The classes social and emotional focus this week builds self-confidence by acknowledging his/her own 

accomplishments. 

In science the children continue to discuss what changes occur in the environment during the Spring 

season. 

In Math the students will focus on the numbers 1-20, matching numerals to the quantities they 

represent. The children will create patterns building on information learned earlier in the year. 

The Physical and motor development standard focuses this week on dexterity. The children will practice 

skills using one’s hands, body and mind. 

In Social Studies the classes will focus on describing physical features of the environment in which we 

live in. 

In Fine Arts the children will create Easter art using a variety of classroom objects. 

High School-   

On April 15th, 2014, adults weren’t the only ones calculating taxes; high schoolers at the Center for 

Academic Success spent the day role-playing as 25 year olds as part of Launch into Life hosted by AZ 

Workforce Connection and U of A south Cooperative Extension. First, students participated in four 

learning modules including different Career Paths and Personality Tests, Resume Writing, Interviewing 

Skills and Professional Dress, and Financial Management. During this time, students built the skills they 

would need for various scenarios in adult life including totaling income and FICA taxes owed, housing 

and transportation options, and emergency savings plans. Later, students had mock job interviews with 

local community members from American Southwest Credit Union, Army Community Services, AZ 

Workforce Connections, and SSVEC.  Upon passing the interview session, the students went into an 

interactive simulation where they drew a job that gave them a salary and education level. Then, 

students navigated through the simulation calculating taxes, writing checks for purchasing housing, 

transportation, clothing, and groceries. Students had to budget their money so they could afford their 

necessities compared to their wants and even face the wheel of chance where a stroke of luck or 

disaster rewarded them or cost them. Many commented on the link between their characters’ 



education and salary exclaiming how important it must be to stay in school to get a good job. Thanks to 

all who participated in making this event a success and preparing our students for the challenges of 

young adult life.  

CAS ninth graders recently spent half a day participating in the Stanford 10 exam, which is used to help 

measure student progress toward meeting high school content standards.  Students are looking forward 

to summer, making vacation plans, and working hard to complete all required classwork in the month 

that remains of school. 

In Mr. Barkley’s Economics class the students will be completing Unit 5; an overview of Business 

Economics and related concepts. The students discussed things such as basic accounting terms, reasons 

for shutting down, and so forth. Because they are completing the Unit, the students will be taking the 

Unit 5 quiz after a spending a day reviewing important information. 

In Debate, students are debating one another in a 1 v 1 style public forum debate on several different 

topics. Students are graded based on their ability to argument, presentation style, rebuttals, and 

organization of the debate.  

Finally, in the Independent Study labs, students are continuing to work on their online courses at a 

steady rate.  Students only have a few weeks left before their work is due and I’m sure that they all will 

finish successfully.  

 

CAS Connect -- The CAS Connect program is in its second year with over 60 students participating, and 

over 20 students graduating from the program last year with an Arizona state diploma. CAS Connect is 

an extension of a long-standing Arizona charter school where students can accelerate their education 

through computer-based and face-to-face hybrid instruction by highly qualified teachers. We are here to 

help you meet your educational goals through flexible, self-paced instruction, face-to-face tutoring, 

hands-on consortiums, and relevant, challenging curriculum. 

 
CAS Connect curriculum is aligned to the Arizona College and Career Readiness Standards which is 
taught by highly qualified teachers. We believe in small classroom size so students get the time and 
attention they need. Students are challenged with relevant projects, hands-on activities, and engaging 
texts facilitating real learning gains. Whether you need to catch up on some credits you are missing, 
accelerate your pace to get to your goals faster, or are just interested in a flexible schedule, CAS Connect 
has a program for you. Call, click, or come in today to talk to us about your future with CAS. 
www.casschools.com <http://www.casschools.com> 520-458-4200.  
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